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high and the frost-free period long. Where necessary the
land is irrigated. To-day Azerbaijan is one of the main cotton-
producing regions of the U.S.S.R. Smaller areas of irrigated
land are devoted to rice cultivation.
In the mountains and plateaux of Armenia and the upper
valley of the Arax the winters are very severe, while the
summers are very hot. Precipitation is light or moderate
according to the height and orientation of the land. The
mountain slopes generally enjoy sufficient precipitation to
support forests, while the plateaux and the country on either
side of the Arax river is mainly open steppe land, dissected
by canyon-like ravines, and in'many parts supporting enor-
mous fields of golden grain. Here and there are pleasant
red-tiled villages, and the houses, with their high red roofs,
wide windows, balconies/ and gardens, offer a strong contrast
to the rather gloomy stone 'villages in the mountains of
Southern Armenia.
For centuries cattle- and sheep-rearing have been the most
important means of livelihood for the people in the drier parts.
In the past fodder grasses were rarely grown. The herds were
driven up to the high Alpine meadows during the summer and
brought back to the lower lands for the winter. But the
disproportionate distribution of winter and summer pasture
often made it necessary to drive the cattle long distances.
Cattle-rearing was, therefore, a nomadic occupation.
Fodder grasses, especially lucerne, are now cultivated on
irrigated lands near the rivers, and the old nomadic way of
life has been superseded on large farms by intensive cattle-
breeding for meat, milk, and cheese. Wheat and sugar-beet
are grown 011 the Leninakan and Loriisk steppe.
The irrigated lands of the Arax valley and the arid Ararat
region support vineyards, orchards, and tobacco- and cotton-
plantations. In 1938 Azerbaijan possessed 34339OO acres of
cotton-plantations, and the production of cotton was exceeded
only by the republics of Soviet Central Asia.
The Talish Mountains rise to the east of the lower Arax,
and between them and the Caspian Sea lies the Lenkoran
Lowland. Here the climate is very similar to that of the